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^ (Currently Amended) A communication network comprising a plurality 
of node devices, wherein a first each node device of said plurality of node devices 
comprises: . ^ 

a plurality of buffers for storing a signal received from each a respective 
input channel of a plurality of input channels; and 

a switching means for altering an output channel connected to each buffer of 
said plurality of buffers in accordance with a predetermined pattern in order^t^nd 

wherein, a first node device of said plurality of node devices further 

comprises: 

a receiving means for receiving predetermined information output fi:'om 
another node device: and 

a control means for controlling in order to deviate a timing when a 
switching means of an adjacent nod e d e vice comiccts a first buffer from among said 
plurality of buffers of an adjacent node device is connected to and a first output channel 
from among said plurality of output channels by said switching means of the adjacent node 
device, from^timing when said switching means of the fi r st node device conncctS /d first 
buffer from among said plurality of buffers of the first node device is connected to and a^^*^ 
first output channel from among said plurality of output channels by said switching means 
of the first node device, in accordance with the predetermined information received by said 




J "21^. (Currently Amended) The communication network according to claim 

% , wherein said predetermined i nformatio n is^ pattern wherein each buffer of said ^ ^ 

plurality of buffers is connected to a different output channel a signal input from one input 
chann e l is not simultaneously output to a plu r ality of output channels . 



44. (Previously Amended) The communication network according to claim 
41, wherein said predetermined information is communicated by a control packet. 

45. (Previously Amended) The communication network according to claim 
41 , wherein said predetermined information is communicated by a data packet for 
communicating data. 



^ (Currently Amended) A node device, comprising: 



a plurality of buffers for storing a signal received from each a respective 
input channel of a plurality of input channels; 

a switching means for altering an output channel connected to each buffer of 
said plurality of buffers in accordance with a predetermined pattern in order; and 

a receiving means for receiving predetermined information output from 
another node device: and 



a control means for controlling in order to deviate a timing between when ^ 
first buffer from among / plurality of buffers of an adiacent node device is connected to a 
first output channel from among i plurality of output channels of the adjacent node device ^ 
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by / switching means of an tfie adjacent node device comiects a first buff e r and a first 
output chamiel of the adjacent node device , from i timing when said switching means of 
the nod e devic e itself connects ^ first buffer from among said plurality of buffers of the 
node device itself is connected to and j/ first output channel from among said plurality of 
output channels of the node device itself by said switching means of the node device itself, 



/^'^ in accordance with the predetermined information received by said receiving means output 



6V\ 



from another node device . 



(Currently Amended) The node device according to claim wherein 
said predetermined pattem information is ^rf pattern wherein each buffer of said plurality of 



buffers of the node device itself is connected to a different a signal input froni one input 



" onio 



channel is not simultaneously output to a plurality of output channel channels . 



49. (Previously Amended) The node device according to claim 46, wherein 
said predetermined information is communicated by a control packet. 



50. (Previously Amended) The node device according to claim 46, wherein 
said predetermined information is commimicated by a data packet for communicating data. 




. (Currently Amended) A communication control method for a 



communication network comprising a plurality of node devices each having a plurality of 
buffers for storing a signal received from each a respective input channel of a plurality of 
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input channels and each having a switching means for ahering an output channel connected 

Aw 

to each buffer of said plurality of buffers in accordance with a predetermined pattern, in 

order, wherein a first node device of the plurality of node devices performs the method 

comprising the steps of: 

a receiving process for receiving predetermined information output from 

another node device: and 
A 1 

a communication proc e ss for conunuiiicating pr c detcnnincd information 
among the plui - ality of nod e devices; and 

a control process for controlling in order to deviate a timing when tiic 

switching means of adjacent nod e devic e s from among th e plurality of nod e d e vic e s 

comiects a re s pe ctiv e a first buffer from among said plurality of buffers of an adjacent node 

device is connected to and a first output charmel from among said plurality of output 

channels of the adjacent node device by said switching means of the adjacent node device, 

from ^ timing when ^ first buffer from among said plurality of buffers of the first node 
. \ ^"^^ 

device is connected to a first output channel from among said plurality of output channels 
of the first node device by said switching means of the first node device, in accordance 
with the predetermined information received by said receiving process . 

(Currently Amended) A control method for a first node device having a 
plurality of buffers for storing a signal received from each a respective input channel of a 
plurality of input channels and having of the node device and a switching means for 
altering that alters an output channel connected to comiccting each buffer of said plurality 
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of buffers in accordance with a predetermined pattern, in order, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

a receiving process for receiving predetermined information output from 
another node device; and 

a control process for controlling in order to deviate a timing when a first 
buffer from among^ plurality of buffers switching m e ans of an adjacent node device is 
connected to connects a first buffe r and a first output channel fi'om among a plurality of 
output channels of the adjacent node device by of the adjacent node devic e , from a timing 
wh e n th e switching means of the adjacent node device , from jTtiming when its e lf connects 
^first buffer fi'om among said plurality of buffers of the first node device is connected to f\\ 
and i first output channel from among said plurality of output channels of the first node < Irt 
device by said switching means of the first node device, in accordance with the 
predetermined information received by said in the receiving process. 
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